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A vision for the future

The new boss gets to be the boss of the 
old boss in the county Finance Department.

Nancy Crawford returned 
Dec. 16 to the department to be 
deputy finance director under 
Finance Director Deanna Sako. 
The roles are reversed from the 
previous administration, when 
Crawford was finance direc-
tor and Sako was deputy.

Crawford, 67, served as deputy 
finance director during Mayor 
Harry Kim’s previous adminis-
tration and was promoted to the 
top spot in the department when 
former Mayor Billy Kenoi took 
office in 2008. Before that, she 
was business manager for the 
Department of Public Works.

She retired in 2014, just short 
of 20 years in the system.

Her retirement is on hold while 
she works a regular full-time posi-
tion paying $126,402 annually, said 
Human Resources Department staff.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald   

From left, David Rodman and Don Mitchell of EnVision Maunakea speak 
during a recent interview.

Shutdown continues into workweek

WASHINGTON — The gov-
ernment shutdown will extend 
into the workweek as the Senate 
appeared to inch closer to ending 
a partisan stalemate late Sunday 
but fell short of agreement.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell and his Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer said nego-
tiations were still underway into 
the night, with a vote to break a 
Democratic filibuster on a short-
term funding bill scheduled for 
noon today. Seeking to win over 
holdout votes, McConnell pledged 
Sunday that the Senate would 
take up legislation on some top 
Democratic priorities, includ-
ing immigration, if they aren’t 
already addressed by Feb. 8.

“We have yet to reach 
an agreement on a path for-
ward,” Schumer said, adding 
that talks would continue.

McConnell’s commitment 
follows hours of behind-the-
scenes talks between the leaders 
and rank-and-file lawmakers 
over how to end the two-day 

Associated Press

From left, Rep. Gary Peters, D-Mich., Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., Sen. 
Maggie Hassan, D-N.H., and Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., return to the 
Capitol on Sunday after a meeting in Washington.

Crawford 
returns to 
Finance Dept.
Former director retired in 2014

CRAWFORD

EnVision Maunakea’s process 
coming to a close; about 
100 people participate

By NANCY COOK LAUER
West Hawaii Today

SAKO

See FINANCE Page A7

By KEVIN FREKING, ANDREW 
TAYLOR and ALAN FRAM

Associated Press

Senate talks drag on; 
no agreement reached

See TALKS Page A7

Organizers of EnVision 
Maunakea say they had one 
main goal — to start a respectful 
conversation regarding Hawaii’s 
tallest mountain and its future. 

In that, they say they’ve 
succeeded through 15 listen-
ing sessions around Hawaii 
Island that recorded residents’ 
viewpoints on a place prized 
by many, including Native 

Hawaiians and astronomers, 
during the past year. But, as that 
process comes to a close, they’re 
hoping the respectful dialogue 
they witnessed continues.

“I hope that we’re plant-
ing that seed,” said David 
Rodman, a Kapaau resident 
and former mediator who is 
helping facilitate the sessions.

EnVision Maunakea has been 
led by a volunteer steering 

By TOM CALLIS
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

See MAUNAKEA Page A3

WASHINGTON — A U.S. 
government shutdown amid a 
congressional dispute over spend-
ing and immigration has forced 
scores of federal agencies and 
outposts to close their doors and 
triggered furloughs for Air Force 
civilian employees but won’t 

keep Lady Liberty shackled.
The Statue of Liberty and 

Ellis Island, closed since the gov-
ernment shut down Friday, will 
reopen for visitors today, with 
New York state picking up the tab 
for the federal workers who oper-
ate them, the state’s Democratic 

Despite deadlock, troops get 
football, Lady Liberty to open

By RICHARD LARDNER
Associated Press

See SHUTDOWN Page A7

‘Who doesn’t 
like a walk in 

the park?’
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CRUISE SHIP ARRIVALS

NOTE: Cruise ship schedules are subject to change. For more information, 
visit http://hidot.hawaii.gov/harbors/.passenger-cruise-schedules/

• 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Tuesday, Pride of America, 2,250 passengers, 
900 crew
• 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Thursday, Oosterdam, 1,848 passengers, 
812 crew
• 6:45 a.m.-5 p.m., Friday, Star Princess, 2,600 passengers, 
1,150 crew
• 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Grand Princess, 2,600 passengers, 
1,150 crew

committee, meeting 
facilitators and others 
whose job was simply 
to listen. It is support-
ed by the University 
of Hawaii’s Institute 
for Astronomy, UH’s 
Office of Maunakea 
Management, ‘Imiloa 
Astronomy Center 
and Canada-France-
Hawaii Telescope.

The idea came to 
fruition following pro-
tests that shut down 
construction of the 
Thirty Meter Telescope, 
opposed by some 
Hawaiians. The issue 
has since divided many 
in the community.

But Rodman and 
Don Mitchell, a retired 
anthropologist from 
Hilo who is part of 
the listening hui, told 
the Tribune-Herald 
earlier this month 
that the listening ses-
sions were focused 
on getting residents’ 
thoughts and feelings 
about the mountain 
itself, not specifically 
astronomy. Neither 
was it about TMT.

They said their 
report, which could 
be done in the spring, 
will be a reflection of 
what they heard during 
the private sessions, 
which were intended 
to allow participants 
to speak freely. There 
will be no recom-
mendations. Media 
access was prohibited 
during the sessions.

“People who pay 
attention or read what 
we say we heard will 
probably make rec-
ommendations, but 
not us,” Mitchell said. 
“We’re saying the peo-
ple we talked to say 
the following things.”

About 100 people 
have participated so far, 
though there might be 
one or two more ses-
sions, they said during 
a Jan. 12 interview.

Both men 

acknowledged the 
report can’t be pre-
sented as an official 
survey or a reflection 
of the island as a 
whole. Participants 
either were asked to 
join or volunteered 
themselves. They 
included Hawaiian 
cultural practitioners, 
homesteaders, hunt-
ers, businesspeople, 
students, astronomers 
and others, they said.

Rodman said each 
listening session start-
ed with participants 
being asked about their 
relationship to the 
mountain, what they 
value about it, how 
that can be supported 
without interfering 
with someone else’s 
point of view, and 
how do they see the 
value evolving over 
the coming decades.

In general, two com-
mon themes they heard 
from participants is that 
they feel deeply, even 
spiritually, connected 
to the mountain and 
that they think there 
are too many visitors 
going to the top, par-
ticularly during sunset.

Regarding the 
spiritual connections, 
they said they heard 
that expressed from 
Hawaiian cultural 
practitioners, including 
those who consider the 
mountain sacred, from 
those who simply enjoy 
the calm the mountain 
brings, and astronomers 
who use the telescopes 
atop the mountain to 
study the universe.

Rodman said one 
astronomer commented 
regarding their work: 
“This is a spiritual 
experience for me. I 
just get chills when I’m 
doing my work. I’m 
looking at the heavens; 
I’m looking at history.”

They said there was 
a strong consensus 
that astronomy has a 

place on Maunakea, 
but people also want 
the mountain’s unique-
ness to be preserved.

“By and large peo-
ple do not object to the 
telescopes across the 
board,” Rodman said.

Still, people 
expressed concerns 
about management of 
the mountain, with the 
lack of clear access 
rules being an issue, 
they said. But, at the 
same time, people also 
don’t want their access 
restricted, they noted.

“What we’re hop-
ing policymakers take 
away from this is a 
recognition that, in 
the view of a majority 
of the people that we 
spoke with, the man-
agement of Maunakea 
needs improvement,” 
Rodman said. “It needs 
better coordination. 
It needs more clari-
ty. That’s one of the 
observations I think has 
been very universally 
or very commonly 
is more information 
needs to be made more 
readily available to 
everybody who is on 
their way up there.”

Regarding those 
concerns or comments, 
UH spokesman Dan 
Meisenzahl said he 
would encourage peo-
ple to visit OMKM’s 
website, which includes 
the management plans.

He said finalizing 
administrative rules, 
which would address 
access, is still in the 
works. That process 
has been held up at 
least in part because of 
the TMT controversy.

Hawaiians tradi-
tionally saw the top of 
the mountain as a wao 
akua, or realm of the 
gods, where only alii or 
priests were allowed.

But how that should 
be looked at in a mod-
ern context, particularly 
when it’s fairly easy for 

anyone with a truck to 
drive up to the top, was 
a question several had.

On that issue, 
Mitchell said a 
Hawaiian man in Kona 
framed it this way: 
“What is the meaning 
of the realm of the 
gods in the time of the 
Toyota 4Runner?”

“He meant that 
seriously,” he said. 
“That’s an example 
of what many people 
talked about. … What 
do we do to make sure 
everybody is accom-
modated, everybody’s 
feelings are accommo-
dated in some way?”

Rodman said 
opponents of TMT 
were invited to 
attend, though only 
a few participated.

The report will be 
made public and sent 
to policymakers, such 
as UH, which holds 
a master lease for the 
Maunakea Science 
Reserve until 2033. It 
intends to seek a new 
lease from the state.

Meisenzahl said 
UH will take a close 
look at the feed-
back in the report.

“Anything to engage 
the community and cre-
ate better understanding 
and better address the 
concerns, we’re in full 
support of it,” he said.

Founding mem-
bers of the EnVision 
Maunakea working 
group are: Susan 
Maddox, Friends of 
the Future; Greg Chun, 
OMKM board mem-
ber; Ka‘iu Kimura, 
‘Imiloa Astronomy 
Center; Stephanie 
Nagata, OMKM direc-
tor; and Doug Simons, 
CFHT director.

For more informa-
tion about EnVision 
Maunakea, visit www.
envisionmaunakea.org.

Email Tom Callis 
at tcallis@hawaiitri-
bune-herald.com.-
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Dept. of Education 
says plan approved

The state Department of Education said it’s 
received federal approval of its plan to implement 
the Every Student Succeeds Act, the federal edu-
cation law which replaces No Child Left Behind.

Officials from the U.S. Department of 
Education shared the authorization of the plan 
during a phone call with DOE leadership Friday 
morning, according to a DOE news release.

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos 
also signed off Friday on plans for Georgia, 
Indiana, Kansas, Montana and New Hampshire.

DOE says it’s ESSA plan is designed to sup-
port its Strategic Plan objectives which pro-
vide “common direction for public schools 
to empower students in their learning.”

The plan measures student success with indica-
tors including “chronic absenteeism, inclusion rate, 
teacher retention, facility repair and maintenance 
backlog, and family engagement,” the release said. 

Hawaii’s full ESSA plan can be found 
at: https://tinyurl.com/HawaiiESSAplan

Individuals sought 
by Big Island police

As of Friday, the following individuals 
are wanted by the Hawaii Police Department 
because of outstanding warrants:

• Ikaika O.K. Figueroa, 26, Kailua-Kona
• John A. Figueroa, 39, Pahoa
• Melquiades Figueroa, 41, Waimea
• Michelle K. Figueroa, 38, Hilo
• Roasalie Figueroa, 47, Pahoa
• Sara L. Figueroa, 48, Pahoa
• Layala A. Fikes, 43, Mountain View
• Harmony L. Filoteo (AKA Harmony 

Ford), 35, Ewa Beach, Oahu
• Tuipulotu Finau, 52, Keaau
• Austen Finfrockallen, 22, Hilo
• Edward C. Fitzsimmons, 61, Kailua-Kona
• Christopher J. Flanagan, 49, Puna
• James K. Flenory, 36, Captain Cook
• Olanda Flood, 62, Hilo
• Donovan K. Flores, 30, Anahola, Kauai
• Jonathan I. Flores, 32, Kurtistown
• Joseph D. Flores, 61, Kailua-Kona or Hilo
• Mario F. Floresmorales, 57, Kealakekua
• Raymundo Floresvasquez, 49, Captain Cook
• Tyann S. Flower, 41, Keaau
• Gary S. Flowers, 37, Hilo
• Leslie A. Fogarty, 52, Murrieta, Calif.
• Mele Folau, 20, Hilo
• Michael K. Foleylong, 43, 

Keaau or Portland, Ore.
• Tupualofa Fono, 27, Ocean View

Police ask that anyone who knows the where-
abouts of a person on this list call the Police 
Department’s nonemergency line at 935-3311. 
Tipsters who prefer to remain anonymous can call 
Crime Stoppers at 961-8300 and could be eligible 
for a reward of up to $1,000. Crime Stoppers is a 
volunteer program run by ordinary citizens who 
want to keep their community safe. Crime Stoppers 
doesn’t record calls or subscribe to caller ID. All 
Crime Stoppers information is kept confidential.

SEATTLE (AP) — Amazon 
employees have been test-
ing it, but is the public ready 
for a cashier-less store?

More than a year after 
it introduced the concept, 
Amazon is opening its 
artificial intelligence-pow-
ered Amazon Go store in 
downtown Seattle today.

The store on the bot-
tom floor of the company’s 
Seattle headquarters allows 
shoppers to scan their smart-
phone with the Amazon Go 
app at a turnstile, pick out the 
items they want and leave.

By combining comput-
er vision, machine learning 

algorithms and sensors, the 
online retail giant can tell what 
people have purchased and 
charges their Amazon account. 

If someone puts an item 
back, they aren’t charged.

The store is not without 
employees — Amazon says 
there will be people there 
making food, stocking shelves 
and helping customers. The 
store will offer ready-to-eat 
breakfasts, lunches, dinners, 
and snacks, as well as some 
grocery staples like bread, milk, 
cheese and chocolates. It’ll 
also have Amazon Meal Kits.

At about 1,800 square feet, 
the Amazon Go store adds to 

the company’s growing physical 
store presence and its expansion 
into groceries after its purchase 
last year of organic grocer 
Whole Foods and its 470 stores.

Amazon now has more 
than a dozen Amazon Books 
stores, which also sell toys, 
electronics and small gifts. 
It has space in some Kohl’s 
stores. Amazon also has small 
shops in several malls.

The company had announced 
the Amazon Go store in 
December 2016 and said it 
would open by early 2017, but 
it delayed the debut as it worked 
on the technology and compa-
ny employees tested it out.

Amazon to debut cashier-less store
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